
Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 
22.  Community councils. 
(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, schemes for the establishment of 

community councils made and approved under section 52 of the 1973 Act, 
including any such schemes as amended by virtue of section 53 of that Act, 
which are effective immediately before 1st April 1996 shall continue to have 
effect in respect of the area, or part of an area, to which they apply on and 
after that date. 

(2) Without prejudice to their duty under section 53 of the 1973 Act, on and 
after 1st April 1996, a local authority may revoke a scheme (or an 
amended scheme) such as is mentioned in subsection (1) above in so far as 
it relates to their area and make a new scheme in accordance with this 
section. 

(3) Where a local authority propose to make a new scheme such as is 
mentioned in subsection (2) above— 
(a) they shall give public notice of their intention to revoke the existing 

scheme and make a new scheme for the establishment of community 
councils, and any such notice shall invite the public, within a period of 
not less than eight weeks from the date of the notice, to make 
suggestions as to the areas and composition of the community 
councils; 

(b) after considering suggestions made under paragraph (a) above, the 
local authority shall prepare and give public notice of a draft scheme 
which shall contain— 
(i) a map showing the boundaries of the proposed areas of 

community councils and their populations, and the boundaries of 
any area for which the local authority consider a community 
council to be unnecessary; 

(ii) where a local authority consider that a community council is 
unnecessary for any area, a statement of their reasons for 
arriving at that conclusion; 

(iii) provisions relating to qualifications of electors, elections or other 
voting arrangements, composition, meetings, financing and 
accounts of community councils; 

(iv) provisions concerning the procedures to be adopted by which the 
community councils on the one hand and the local and public 
authorities with responsibilities in the areas of the community 
councils on the other will keep each other informed on matters of 
mutual interest; and 



(v) such other information as, in the opinion of the local authority, 
will help the public to make a reasonable appraisal of the 
scheme; 

(c) the notice mentioned in paragraph (b) above shall invite the public, within a 
period of not less than eight weeks from the date of the notice, to make 
representations to the local authority as respects the draft scheme; 

(d) after considering any representations made under paragraph (c) above, the 
local authority may, after giving public notice of the amendments to the 
proposals and a further invitation to make representations, amend the draft 
scheme to take account of those representations and adopt it; 

(e) the local authority shall give public notice of the scheme in its adopted form 
together with public notice of such a scheme as it applies to each proposed 
area, by exhibition in that area, and any such notice shall contain an 
invitation to electors in the area concerned to apply in writing to the 
authority for the establishment of a community council in accordance with 
the scheme. 
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